HOME LEARNING IDEAS FROM
GLOUCESTER NURSERY SCHOOL – 2nd Edition – JANUARY 2021
Dear Parents/Carers,
This is our second home learning publication. We are missing the children and would love to hear any feedback from you. Please
contact us via e-mail: head@gloucester.northants-ecl.gov.uk. If photographs are sent via Tapestry we can incorporate them in
our home learning pack but we cannot send any photographs of identified children (see examples from parents further on in
pack). Although Family Workers are unable to respond individually to your comments due to reduced staffing numbers, I am happy
to do so.
We are going to be sending you videos next week of some of the activities the children have been doing in Nursery.
As stated last week, all children are unique. It is important for you to consider what your child is interested in and able to do
when looking through the home learning pack. The most important factors are for adults to spend quality time with their
children, to play with them either inside or out. What do we mean by quality time? Quality time is adults model play, copying
children’s’ play and giving the children appropriate language whether that is relating to colour, size, number. Questioning is also
important – asking questions that begin with What Where How and also be interesting and thought provoking ‘I wonder what
would happen if.’ Remember young children have short concentration spans and need interesting meaningful activities to do.
Please do not expect your child to stay at activities for a long amount of time.
May we wish Chloe and Alex W a Happy Birthday this week.
Keep safe and best wishes,
Julia and the team at Gloucester Nursery School
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PAINT AND ELASTIC BANDS:

Fun ideas to do with
2, 3 and 4 year olds

RAINBOW SPAGHETTI
You will need:
• 500g spaghetti
• Sealable freezer bags
• Different coloured food colouring
Directions:
• Cook the spaghetti according to the instructions on
the packet. Drain into a colander and rinse under cold
running water until cool. Divide the spaghetti into as
many freezer bags as you want colours.

It’s never too early to play “games” with your
2 year old, even at home. Here are a few
ideas to start:
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Can you find….? You can play a game
of “can you find…?” with your 2 year
old. It is a game that can incorporate
your child’s favourite toys and
develop their listening, attention and
understanding. Encourage your child
to bring the item back to you each
time.

Simple Banana Smoothie
Ingredients

2 bananas

225ml (8 fl oz) semiskimmed milk

4 tablespoons water

2 tablespoons brown
sugar

8 ice cubes
In a blender combine bananas and milk.
Pulse until bananas are chopped. Pour
in water and brown sugar. Blend until
smooth. Toss in ice cubes and blend
until smooth. Pour into 4 glasses and
serve immediately.

Make a rainbow – & 4 year olds

Ice Cool Skaters

Paint or make a rainbow and put it in the
window




Go on a rainbow hunt and find………..
R - Red item
O - orange item
Y - Yellow
G - Green
B - Blue
I - Indigo
V - Violet




Decorate a lolly stick. Wrap tinfoil securely around the top of a cup
of water, use the handle of a teaspoon to pierce a hole in the top of
the tinfoil
Place your lolly stick into the hole in the foil so that your character
is standing upright in the cup
Grown-ups, you can now put your ice cool skater into the freezer
overnight until the water is frozen solid
Once frozen, remove the ice cool skater from the cup, place it on a
flat surface like a baking tray, and watch it dance!.Top Tips:
Experiment with using different flat surfaces to see what makes
the skaters move faster. Try racing your ice cool skaters against
friends and family.

How Far Will The Ball Roll?
If you have a slide in your garden you can
see how far the ball or car can roll.
How far does the ball travel? Is it long,
short, longer, shortest, middle, medium, big,
small, tiny, huge? If you don’t have a slide
you could roll the ball from standing behind
a line.
Have a competition which will go the
furthest?
You could experiment with different types
of balls (tennis, beach ball, rugby, bouncy
ball, basketball) Which is the best at going
the farthest?
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Playing some counting and number games..dominoes, snake and
ladders etc.
 Can the children move counters on?
 Do they recognise any numbers?
 Can they recognise the patterns of the dots on a dice without
having to count?
 Missing spots….If a dice was rolled and you covered up some
spots would your child be able to tell you how many are
covered up Eg ‘I rolled the dice and it landed on 5 but Mummy
covered up some spots and I could only see 3. Am I able to
tell you that 2 are covered up?’

Games
Simon Says



Call out instructions by saying, for example, “Simon says put your hands on your shoulders.’
When you give an example that doesn’t begin with “Simon says”, such as “Jump three times”, your child must not do it.



This classic game is excellent for making your child pay attention and listen to instructions.

What Am I?





Your child closes their eyes and you hide any object from the room behind your back. You must describe the object while your
child guesses what it is. Use riddle phrases such as ‘I am long’, ‘I am shiny’, ‘I am used to eat with’, ‘I hold liquids’, ‘What am I’?
(A spoon). Give as many clues as you need to until your child guesses the object When your child guesses correctly, it is then
their turn to hide an object behind their back and describe it.
This game is about finding the words to explain something. It will expand your child’s vocabulary of adjectives and verbs.
The reason you should go first is to model how to use descriptive phrases without giving away what the object it. The younger
your child, the simpler and more obvious the clues will be that they use but as they get older they will learn how to be more
cryptic.

Which One Doesn’t Fit?


Choose a category (without saying it out loud)· Say a list of 4 or 5 words, all belonging to the category, except one word which
should not belong to that category. Your child must spot the word that doesn’t belong. Eg. Apple, peach, banana, fish (fruits fish is the odd word). Book, sock, bed, plate, pillow (things found in a bedroom - plate is the odd word).
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USEFUL WEBSITES:
Parent Information: remember to keep children safe Keeping under 5’s safe online – Childnet Internet
www.teachyourmonstertoread.com (website free, app isn't)
www.youtube.com/user/gonoodle - fun dancing/moving game
www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies - have loads of games
https://youtu.be/rR2Zb7TbiOA
www.youtube.com/user/CosmicKidsYoga
www.youtube.com/user/natashalamb - beginner sign language for children
www.crickweb.co.uk - has an early years page with 16 free games
www.literacytrust.org.uk - has a birth to 4 page family zone with apps to download
Joe Wicks is doing a free kids workout every morning at 9am. On YouTube just enter 'PE with Joe'.
Audible are doing free kids books while schools are closed - stories.audible.com
www.phonicsplay.co.uk has free games but the subscribed activities are free while school is closed. The Username is March20 and password is hoe
www.letter-and-sounds.com has downloadable resources
www.twinkl.co.uk has free resources to print off
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Look at what the children and parents
have been doing this week

Why not try some of these ideas at home
1. Painting a money box
2. Making jam tarts
3. Spreading butter on a bagel
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4. Making a sandwich
5. Learning colours
6. Designing a castle

Look at what the children and parents
have been doing this week

Why not try some of these ideas at home
1. Going for a walk whatever the weather
2. Playing a game
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3. Writing a shopping list
4. Playing hide and seek

5. Making it snow using bubbles!

