HOME LEARNING IDEAS FROM
GLOUCESTER NURSERY SCHOOL – 4th Edition
Dear Parents/Carers,
Did you enjoy the videos we sent you last week? We have had some really positive comments …please keep up the feedback we want to
support you at home with ways to extend your children’s learning and development. Videos this week involve making ice and thinking about
how ice can thaw and melt, a story about an amazing stick and making playdough demonstrated by some of the children in the G3 provision.
We continue to miss all the children and families and would love to hear any feedback from you. Please contact us via e-mail:
head@gloucester.northants-ecl.gov.uk. A range of lovely photographs have been sent in from families and some of them are included at the
back of the home learning pack. Look at all the brilliant things the children have been doing – Wow! Keep up the good work and keep sending
your photos to us. If photographs are sent via Tapestry we can incorporate them in our home learning pack but we cannot send any
photographs of identified children and Family Workers are unable to respond individually to your comments due to reduced staffing
numbers.
Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility. If you have safeguarding concerns please contact either myself –
head@gloucester.northants-ecl.gov.uk; phone MASH 0300 126 1000 Option 1 or if you feel in immediate danger the Police 999.
Remember social distancing. Keep safe.

Best wishes,
Julia and the team at Gloucester Nursery School

Just




a few more new websites:
Hungry Little Minds
Tiny Happy People Campaign
National Literacy Trust Family Zone

Ideas for younger children….
Water Play, Rice, Beans, Sand

Making Bridges
Use lolly sticks and cups and see if you can
make some bridges. How can you join the sticks
and cups together? Can you make a long bridge
or a short one

Instruments
Make an instrument from something you find
in the house and sing songs.

Pom poms or balls

Make hot chocolate with Mummy or Daddy

Washing up
Washing dolls and toys
Empty and fill old containers with water, sand,
beans or rice and use different sized containers
and spoons, scoops, measuring cups and funnels.
Ride trikes through puddles and observe trails,
going straight, then curve round.
Building
Build with boxes. Bricks and construction toys
Games:
 Use 3 or 4 upturned containers and hide
an item under one container for the child
to find. Muddle them up. Can you find
which one the item is under?
 Hide a favourite toy inside or outdoors
for your child to find. Use words like
‘under’, ‘you’re so close.’

Build a tower of blocks, boxes or cups
together, one at a time. Both say ‘One
more! Each time you add another. Keep
building (‘What a tall tower!’) and then
knock down and start again.

Develop fine motor skills..use tongs to pick up
balls of cotton wool or pom poms.

Post pom pms or balls down cardbaord tubes,
counting them as they drop and showing
numbers on fingers.

For the older children….. A project about sticks

At nursery the children have listened to the story about the twig. Listen to the video on Tapestry
Go outside and collect some sticks…
Choose one and plan to turn it into
either:




A character
An animal
An object

Create the character/animal/object and
send us a photograph. Tell us a story
about the stick.

Maths with sticks


How many sticks you can find?



Count them. Have you got over 10, 20, 100?



Order some according to size



Can you make different shapes, letters and
numbers with the sticks



Play a game with the sticks - Can you see how
many sticks you can pick up and hold in your
hand in 1 minute?



Can you make up a game with the sticks?

Can you make a picture or pattern with your
stick and combine other objects

Try at home – Mathematics
We have been counting a lot in the Nursery. All of the below is a brief overview of how to support your child as they move through the different
stages of counting:
Pre-counting: All children need to have a good understanding of sorting, matching, ordering, comparing and patterns before they can fully engage
with counting.

1.

Saying numbers aloud: Children should be singing counting songs such as “1, 2, 3, 4, 5 once I caught a fish alive”, “5 little speckled frogs”,
“5 currant buns etc. Whilst children say the numbers they often learn these by rote rather than learning the
value of the number.

2.

Counting regular objects (objects that are all the same): Children should be counting groups of objects up to 3, then 5 and then 10+. E.g.
4 plates, 6 pencils etc.

3.

Counting irregular objects (objects that are all different): Children should then count an array of different objects that are not uniform.
E.g. A collection of spoons or bowls on the draining board.

4.

Recognising and writing numerals: Children should then begin to learn numerals beginning with 1-3 then
to 5 and then 10+. At the same time children can begin to make marks which resemble numerals as
well as make mathematical marks such as a tally chart or marks on graph paper.
And beyond: Children then need to consolidate all of this learning and extend their numerical range beyond 10. They
also need to learn about more and less which leads onto addition and subtraction. Eg ‘I take 1 away. How many will
you have now?”

Look at what the children and parents
have been doing over the past week…..WOW!

1. A family of snowmen
2. Rabbit playing in the snow
3. Painting at home

4. Snowman
5. Snowman
6. Yummy oat cakes!

Look at what the children and parents
have been doing over the past week…..WOW!

1. Banana milkshake in the making
2. Playing games
3. Writing letters
6

4. Making ice cubes
5. Making a shaker
6. Writing at home

Look at what the children and parents
have been doing over the past week…..WOW!

1. A den at home
2. Painting on toast!
7

3. Snowman
4. Another den

