HOME LEARNING IDEAS FROM
GLOUCESTER NURSERY SCHOOL – 6th Edition
Dear Parents/Carers,
It is half term next week and the nursery closes for a week and then reopens on Monday 22nd February. Gloucester Nursery
School has been open to children throughout the Lockdown. After talking to parents on the phone recently, some parents have
decided to send their children back to nursery straight after the half term holiday while others have decided to wait until
primary schools reopen. If you would like a place straight after the week’s holiday please do not hesitate to contact Liz, our
school’s business manager at bursar@gloucester.northants-ecl.gov.uk. We do look forward to welcoming all the children back to
the nursery.
The following children will be celebrating their Birthdays between 8th and 22nd February:

WOW! 3 years old: Cillian
WOW! 4 years old: Aurora, Kai and Willow

Happy Birthday to you all.
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We continue to miss all the children and families and would love to hear any feedback from you. Please contact us via e-mail:
head@gloucester.northants-ecl.gov.uk. Wow! We have had many photographs of the children having fantastic experiences - keep
up the good work and keep sending your photos to us. If photographs are sent via Tapestry we can incorporate them in our home
learning pack but we cannot send any photographs of identified children and Family Workers are unable to respond individually to
your comments due to reduced staffing numbers.
Some useful websites:



https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/early-years/ - Maths focus



https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk – interactive maths games; introduction to phonetics – eg pronouncing letter sounds – suitable for
G3 children



Julia Donaldson: https://www.facebook.com/7649960963/posts/10156807986180964



Learning old fashioned skills: https://www.facebook.com/187805193211/posts/10157296590238212/



Parent Information: remember to keep children safe Keeping under 5’s safe online – Childnet Internet



Education.rspca.org.uk

Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility. If you have safeguarding concerns please contact either myself –
head@gloucester.northants-ecl.gov.uk; phone MASH 0300 126 1000 Option 1 or if you feel in immediate danger the
Police 999.
Remember social distancing. Keep safe.
Best wishes,
Julia and the team at Gloucester Nursery School
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For younger children……
Stretchy Playdough
Add 1 cup of hair conditioner and 2 cups of cornflour.
Mix with water. Enjoy the stretch!

Developing gross motor skills, muscle
development, balance, co-ordination and
supporting the development of fine motor
skills through movement.

What do you hear?
You can play this game any where, listen to
sounds in different rooms, in the garden or on
the street.
Tip for talking- When you are talking with your
child be sure to reduce the other noises that will
get in the way of them listening to you. Turn off
the TV or the music. Also, say your child’s name
first so that they know you want them to listen.
Try to have some quiet time together each day.
Learning to listen is more than hearing sounds; it
is a skill that underpins all speech and language
development. This game involves paying attention
to sounds, sorting out which are important and
working out what they mean.
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Use the cards to play a game where you and
your child have a go at some of the movements.
Make it fun by offering some challenges such
as rolling between 2 objects or encouraging
your child to creep (creeping is belly crawling
using arms and legs to propel forward) through
small tunnels made from boxes, fabric draped
over objects with a small space in between.
Can you think of animals that creep?
Crawling: Crawling has many benefits such as
helping to strengthen muscles, especially back,
neck and torso muscles, strengthening of small
muscles in hands, which are important for fine
motor skills and assisting children in learning
co-ordination of their arms and legs. Can you
pretend to be a dog or cat?

Noisy stop and go game
Find some items you can use to make noisesa drum, bells, wooden spoon and saucepan, a
shaker. Don’t worry if you haven’t got these
items, you could always clap your hands or
stamp your feet instead.
Be prepared for lots of volume.
Explain that the game is about making noise
and listening for when to stop. Tell your child
to make lots of noise until you say ‘STOP.”
When you say “GO” they can start again.
If you have some recyclable bottles and lids
why not collect some stones, beads or dried
pasta and put them inside the bottle, secure
the lid and decorate.

For the older children…..
Water Xylophone

Bubble fun
1.

Cut a bottle in half

2.
3.

Attach a sock at the end
Submerge in a bucket full of soapy water (washing
up liquid.)

Collect some glass bottles and jars, and fill
them with water, adding food dye for extra
visual impact. Use spoons or percussion sticks
to strike them, and listen out for the
different notes and tones that they make.
Experiment with water levels, and discover
what happens. See if you can put the bottles
in order from the lowest to highest note.

Can you find these numbers inside and
outside?

1
4

4

2

5

4.

Take a big breath and blow

5.

Perhaps try and add some food colouring and make

S’mores
You will need a grown up to help you melt the marshmallows
You will need:
•
Biscuits
•
Marshmallows
•
Candle
•
Fork

colourful bubbles?

Put a marshmallow on a fork and hold over the flame of a candle.
Once it has gone soft carefully remove marshmallow and squash
between biscuits. Enjoy!

Be creative! Make a hat or headdress
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Read the story or search for it on YouTube. Once you
have read/watched it can you tell your grown up about
the different places they travelled through? Who are
the main characters? Why do you think they decided to
go on a bear hunt? Can you draw a picture of the family
on the search for the bear or can you draw a picture of
the bear?
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Wow! Look at what the children and parents
have been doing this week

1. Exploring light with a torch
4. Building a bridge
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2. Finding hidden objects within jelly
3. Making lemon slices – yummy!
5. Floating and sinking pieces of wood 6. Dolls made out of lollipop sticks

Wow! Look at what the children and parents
have been doing this week

1. Writing a letter
4. Making words game
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2. Aiming at the target game
5. Making a glitter shaker

3. Building a roller coaster out of lego
6. Printing using paint

